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Due to the enormous risk associated with Emergency Vehicle Response, it is critical that specific written procedures 
be developed, distributed and enforced.  One policy that should be included is maximum response speed.  Excessive 
speed is a critical factor in many serious accidents and in the ability to keep the emergency vehicle under control.

Although many states permit emergency vehicles to exceed the posted speed limit, VFIS has found that excessive 
speed does not improve response times significantly enough to overcome the risk involved.  Standard Operating 
Guidelines should include but not be limited to the following recommendations, designed to supplement the state and 
local requirements for the operation of an emergency vehicle during emergency response.

MAXIMUM RESPONSE SPEED
RECOMMENDATIONS

• When responding to a true emergency only, operate the vehicle at as close to the posted speed limit as 
possible, utilizing due regard for the safety of others. 

• Due regard is defined as the manner in which a reasonably careful person performing similar duties and 
under similar circumstances would act. 

• The maximum response speed will be reduced whenever road, traffic or weather conditions do not permit the 
safe operation of your emergency vehicle regardless of the posted speed limit.

• During periods of inclement weather (wet, snow or icy conditions), the maximum response speed will (shall) not 
exceed the posted speed limit.

• The maximum speed when proceeding through any uncontrolled intersection or green light should be no 
greater than the posted speed limit.
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